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12,500 pounds maximum certified take-
off gross weight may be licensed as a
private aircraft station.

Racon station. A radionavigation land
station which employs a racon. A racon
(radar beacon) is a transmitter-re-
ceiver associated with a fixed naviga-
tional mark, which when triggered by a
radar, automatically returns a distinc-
tive signal which can appear on the dis-
play of the triggering radar, providing
range, bearing and identification infor-
mation.

Radar. A radiodetermination system
based upon the comparison of reference
signals with radio signals reflected, or
re-transmitted, from the position to be
determined.

Radio altimeter. Radionavigation
equipment, on board an aircraft or
spacecraft, used to determine the
height of the aircraft or spacecraft
above the Earth’s surface or another
surface.

Radiobeacon station. A station in the
radionavigation service the emissions
of which are intended to enable a mo-
bile station to determine its bearing or
direction in relation to the radiobeacon
station.

Radiodetermination service. A
radiocommuncation service which uses
radiodetermination. Radiodetermin-
ation is the determination of the posi-
tion, velocity and/or other characteris-
tics of an object, or the obtaining of in-
formation relating to these param-
eters, by means of the propagation of
radio waves. A station in this service is
called a radiodetermination station.

Radiolocation service. A radio-
determination service for the purpose
of radiolocation. Radiolocation is the
use of radiodetermination for purposes
other than those of radionavigation.

Radionavigation land test stations. A
radionavigation land station which is
used to transmit information essential
to the testing and calibration of air-
craft navigational aids, receiving
equipment, and interrogators at pre-
determined surface locations. The
Maintenance Test Facility (MTF) is
used primarily to permit maintenance
testing by aircraft radio service per-
sonnel. The Operational Test Facility
(OTF) is used primarily to permit the
pilot to check a radionavigation sys-
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tem aboard the aircraft prior to take-
off.

Radionavigation service. A radio-
determination service for the purpose
of radionavigation. Radionavigation is
the use of radiodetermination for the
purpose of navigation, including ob-
struction warning.

Re-usable launch vehicle (RLV). A
booster rocket that can be recovered
after launch, refurbished and re-
launched.

Surveillance radar station. A radio-
navigation land station in the aero-
nautical radionavigation service em-
ploying radar to display the presence of
aircraft within its range.

Survival craft station. A mobile sta-
tion in the maritime or aeronautical
mobile service intended solely for sur-
vival purposes and located on any life-
boat, life raft or other survival equip-
ment.

VHF Omni directional range station
(VOR). A radionavigation land station
in the aeronautical radionavigation
service providing direct indication of
the bearing (omni-bearing) of that sta-
tion from an aircraft.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 54
FR 11719, Mar. 22, 1989; 54 FR 49995, Dec. 4,
1989; 55 FR 4175, Feb. 7, 1990; 57 FR 45749, Oct.
5, 1992; 64 FR 27474, May 20, 1999]

Subpart B—Applications and
Licenses

§87.17 Scope.

Part 1 of the Commission’s rules con-
tains the general rules of practice and
procedure applicable to proceedings be-
fore the Commission and for the filing
of applications for radio station li-
censes in the aviation services. Specific
guidance for each type of radio service
license in aviation services is set forth
in this part.

[63 FR 68957, Dec. 14, 1998]

§87.18 Station license required.

(a) Except as noted in paragraph (b)
of this section, stations in the aviation
service must be licensed by the FCC ei-
ther individually or by fleet.

(b) An aircraft station is licensed by
rule and does not need an individual li-
cense issued by the FCC if the aircraft
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station is not required by statute, trea-
ty, or agreement to which the United
States is signatory to carry a radio,
and the aircraft station does not make
international flights or communica-
tions. Even though an individual li-
cense is not required, an aircraft sta-
tion licensed by rule must be operated
in accordance with all applicable oper-
ating requirements, procedures, and
technical specifications found in this
part.

[61 FR 58011, Nov. 12, 1996]

§87.19 Basic eligibility.

(a) General. Foreign governments or
their representatives cannot hold sta-
tion licenses.

(b) Aeronautical enroute and aero-
nautical fixed stations. The following
persons cannot hold an aeronautical
enroute or an aeronautical fixed sta-
tion license.

(1) Any alien or the representative of
any alien;

(2) Any corporation organized under
the laws of any foreign government;

(3) Any corporation of which more
than one-fifth of the capital stock is
owned of record or voted by aliens or
their representatives or by a foreign
government or its representative, or by
a corporation organized under the laws
of a foreign country; or

(4) Any corporation directly or indi-
rectly controlled by any other corpora-
tion of which more than one-fourth of
the capital stock is owned of record or
voted by aliens, their representatives,
or by a foreign government or its rep-
resentatives, or by any corporation or-
ganized under the laws of a foreign
country, if the Commission finds that
the public interest will be served by
the refusal or revocation of such li-
cense.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 61
FR 55581, Oct. 28, 1996]

§87.25 Filing of applications.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) An application must be filed with
the Commission in accordance with
part 1, subpart F of this chapter. Appli-
cations requiring fees as set forth at
part 1, subpart G of this chapter must
be filed in accordance with §0.401(b) of
the rules.
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(c) One application may be submitted
for the total number of aircraft sta-
tions in the fleet (fleet license).

(d) One application for aeronautical
land station license may be submitted
for the total number of stations in the
fleet.

(e) One application for modification
or transfer of control may be sub-
mitted for two or more stations when
the individual stations are clearly
identified and the following elements
are the same for all existing or re-
quested station licenses involved:

(1) Applicant;

(2) Specific details of request;

(3) Rule part.

(f) One application must be sub-
mitted for each Civil Air Patrol wing.
The application must show the total
number of transmitters to be author-
ized. The wing need not notify the
Commission each time the number of
transmitters is altered. Upon renewal,
the wing must notify the Commission
of any change in the total number of
transmitters.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 64715, Dec. 12, 1991; 63 FR 68957, Dec. 14,
1998; 64 FR 53241, Oct. 1, 1999]

§87.27 License term.

(a) Licenses for aircraft stations will
normally be issued for a term of ten
years from the date of original
issuance, or renewal.

(b) Licenses other than aircraft sta-
tions in the aviation services will nor-
mally be issued for a term of five years
from the date of original issuance, or
renewal.

(c) Licenses for developmental sta-
tions will be issued for a period not to
exceed one year and are subject to
change or to cancellation by the Com-
mission at any time, upon reasonable
notice but without a hearing.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 68062, Dec. 23, 1993; 62 FR 40308, July 28,
1997; 63 FR 68957, Dec. 14, 1998]

§87.29 Partial grant of application.

Whenever the Commission, without a
hearing, grants an application in part
or with any privileges, terms, or condi-
tions other than those requested, the
action will be considered as a grant of
the application unless the applicant,
within 30 days from the date on which
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